
In the first place, both were third day scenes: in John 2:1 we read, “And the third day there was a 

marriage in Carla of Galilee;” and in John 4:43 we are told, “Now after two days he departed 

thence, and went into Galilee.” Second, when Mary came to Christ and told Him they had no 

wine, He rebuked her (John 2:4), so when the nobleman asked Christ to come down and heal his 

sick child the Lord rebuked him (John 4:48). Third, in each case we see the obedient response 

made by those whom the Lord commanded (John 2:7 and 4:50). Fourth, in both miracles we see 

the Word at work: in each miracle the Lord did nothing but speak. Fifth, in both narratives 

mention is made of the servant’s knowledge (John 2:9 and 4:51). Sixth, the sequel in each case 

was that they who witnessed the miracle believed: in the one we read, “And his disciples 

believed on him” (John 2:11); in the other we are told, “And himself believed, and his whole 

house” (John 4:53). Seventh, there is a designed similarity in the way in which each narrative 

concludes: in John 2:11 we are told, “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee,” 

and in John 4:54, “This is again the second miracle which Jesus did, when he was come out of 

Judea into Galilee.” Here is another example of the importance of comparing two incidents 

which are placed side by side in Scripture (sometimes for the purpose of comparison, at others in 

order to point a series of contrast); here we have an example of comparison between two 

miracles which, though separated in time and in the narrative, both occurred at the same place, 

and are the only miracles recorded in the New Testament as being wrought in Cana. 
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